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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restrictions 
Applicant's election without traverse of claims 1-7, an apparatus for providing a 
plurality of perforations in a dough layer prior to baking, in the reply filed on January 10, 
2006 is acknowledged. 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 1,2,4, and 6 are objected to because of the following informalities. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

2. Regarding claim 1 , there should only be one period located at the very end of the 
claim. All periods within the claim should be replaced with semicolons or commas. 

3. Regarding claim 2, it does not further limit the structure of the invention. In 
addition, the word "wherein" is misspelled. 

4. Regarding claim 4, it does not further limit the structure of the invention. 

5. Regarding claim 6, the word "claim" is misspelled. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

7. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Turner 
(US 2,246,424). 
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8. Regarding claim 1 , Turner teaches an apparatus comprising (1) a top portion 
having certain weight; (2) a top portion including an upper surface of the apparatus; (3) 
a top portion having a bottom surface; (4) a plurality of nail like objects supported by the 
bottom surface of the top portion; (5) a plurality of nail like objects arranged in a fixed 
pattern; and (6) handles being arranged in a fixed pattern. See Fig. 2, #1 (top portion 
with bottom surface), #9 (handles), #14 (nail like objects); col. 2, line 29 - col. 4, line 22. 

9. Regarding claim 2, Turner teaches a top portion with weight to provide pressure 
on the nail like objects. See Fig. 2. 

10. Regarding claim 3, Turner teaches a top portion with a bottom surfaces with a 
plurality of nail like objects arranged in a fixed pattern. See Fig. 2-5; col. 3, lines 21-38. 

1 1 . Regarding claim 4, Turner teaches an apparatus manually lowered directly onto 
the dough layer. See col. 3, lines 17-20; col. 3, line 67 - col. 4, line 22. 

12. Regarding claim 5, Turner teaches nail like objects having narrow, pointed ends. 
See Fig. 2, #14; col. 3, lines 21 -38. 

1 3. Regarding claim 6, Turner teaches a plurality of nail like objects with pointed 
ends that are pointed downwards in the direction of gravity. See Fig. 2, #14. 

14. Regarding claim 7, Turner teaches a pair handles that are attached to the circular 
rim of the top portion in a fixed pattern. See Fig. 2, #9; col. 3, lines 17-20; col. 3, line 67 
- col. 4, line 22. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

15. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

16. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ito 
(US 5,405,627) in view of Leiby (US 3,234,895). 

1 7. Regarding claim 1 , Ito teaches an apparatus comprising (1 ) a top portion having 
certain weight; (2) a top portion including an upper surface of the apparatus; (3) a top 
portion having a bottom surface; (4) a plurality of nail like objects supported by the 
bottom surface of the top portion; and (5) a plurality of nail like objects arranged in a 
fixed pattern. See Fig. 5-10; col. 4, line 3 - col. 5, line 7. Ito does not teach handles. 
However, Leiby teaches handles being arranged in a fixed pattern. See Fig. 5, #74; col. 
3, lines 44-50. Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 

- time of the invention to provide handles, as suggested by Leiby, so that one can easily 
press the apparatus downward onto' the dough. 

1 8. Regarding claim 1 , Ito teaches an apparatus comprising (1 ) a top portion having 
certain weight; (2) a top portion including an upper surface of the apparatus; (3) a top 
portion having a bottom surface; (4) a plurality of nail like objects supported by the 
bottom surface of the top portion; and (5) a plurality of nail like objects arranged in a 
fixed pattern. See Fig. 5-10; col. 4, line 3 - col. 5, line 7. Ito does not teach handles. 
However, Leiby teaches handles being arranged in a fixed pattern. See Fig. 3, #24; col. 
2, lines 19-34. Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to provide handles, as suggested by Leiby, so that one can easily 
press the apparatus downward onto the dough. 
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1 9. Regarding claim 2, Ito teaches a top portion with weight to provide pressure on 
the nail like objects. See Fig. 5. 

20. Regarding claim 3, Ito teaches a top portion with a bottom surfaces with a 
plurality of nail like objects arranged in a fixed pattern. See Fig. 5; col. 4, lines 3-18. 

21 . Regarding claim 4, Ito teaches an apparatus manually lowered directly onto the 
dough layer. See col. 4, line 65 - col. 5, line 7. 

22. Regarding claim 5, Ito teaches nail like objects having narrow, pointed ends. 
See Fig. 5; col, 4, lines 3-18. 

23. Regarding claim 6, Ito teaches a plurality of nail like objects with pointed ends 
that are pointed downwards in the direction of gravity. See Fig. 5; col. 4, lines 3-18. 

24. Regarding claim 7, Ito does not teach handles. However, Leiby teaches handles 
being arranged in a fixed pattern. See Fig. 5, #74; col. 3, lines 44-50. Thus, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
provide handles, as suggested by Leiby, so that one can easily press the apparatus 
downward onto the dough. 

25. Regarding claim 7, Ito does not teach handles. However, Leiby teaches handles 
being arranged in a fixed pattern. See Fig. 3, #24; col. 2, lines 19-34. Thus, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
provide handles, as suggested by Leiby, so that one can easily press the apparatus 
downward onto the dough. 
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Conclusion 


Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Marissa W. Chaet whose telephone number is 571-272- 
8094. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:30am-5:00pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Yogendra N. Gupta can be reached on 571-272-1316. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 


MWC 

January 17, 2007 
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